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1. My holiday

Last summer, I had a good holiday. I never forget that meaningful holiday. When I came
back my home from my holiday. First of all, I went to visit all my uncles and aunts then I
and some my friends went to visit all my old teachers. We talked about our lives and works
very much.

After that days, I stayed at home with my family. I helped my parents to paint the house
and did something else. I talked about my life in Ho Chi Minh city and my work. My parents
was very proud of me and I was very happy. After my holiday, I came back Ho Chi Minh
city to go on working. I think that I had a good holiday and I’ll never forget it

Ky nghi he cua toi

Miia hé nam ngodi, téi ¢6 mot ky nghi tot. Téi khong bao gior quén ky nghi nghi hé nam
ngodi day y nghia ciia téi.

Khi t6i tré vé nha cho ky nghi. Trude hét, téi di tham tat cd cdc bdc, chil, cdu, dong va
co, di, thim, mo, bdc gai cua toi.

Sau d6, téi ciing mot s6 nguwoi ban ciia téi di tham tdt cd cdc thdy c¢é gido cii. Ching téi
néi vé cudc séng va viéc lam cia ching t6i rat nhiéu.

Sau nhitng ngay dé, t6i thwong & nha véi gia dinh t6i. Téi gitip bo me t6i son nha cira va
lam moi thir khéc. Téi néi vé cudc séng cua toi o thanh phé Hé Chi Minh va viéc lam cia
16i. Bé me t6i dd rat tw hdo vé téi va téi rat hanh phiic.

Sau ky nghi, t6i tré lai thanh phé Ho Chi Minh dé di lam viéc. Téi nghi rang: T6i dd c6

mot ky nghi thét la tot va téi sé khéng bao gio quén né.



2. My free time

I only have a day-off on Sunday, so I have only a little free time. Sunday is a wonderful
day for me to spend time with my friend. One of the things, I really enjoy doing on Sunday
morning is to play chess. It is a time to relax and talk about the events of the previous week
and (future) plans. On Sunday morning, I often sing with my friends at a karaoke restaurant
and we all have a good time together. It is especially funny. When Viet, my friend gets up to
sing. Please don’t tell him. I said this, but he is a very bad singer! Once in a while I go for a
walk on Sundays with my friends. Sometimes, I just stay at home and listen to music, watch

television or read novels. Do you feel bored when you hear about my free time, teacher?

Thoi gian réinh réi cia toi

T6i chi ¢6 duy nhat ngay chii nhdt nghi, vi thé t6i cé rat it thoi gian réi. Chii nhdt la mét
ngay tuyét voi cho t6i @é danh thoi gian véi ban bé ciia téi. Mot trong nhitng viéc t6i thit sw
thich thii lam vao budi sang chii nhdt dé la choi co. N6 la thoi gian gidi tri va ké vé nhiing
su viée cia tuan trude va ban ké hoach cho tuwong lai.

Budi t6i chii nhdt, t6i thwong hat voi cac ban cua t6i tqi qudn karaoke va chung toi tat ca
déu c6 mot thoi gian tot véi nhau.

N6 la dic biét buon cuoi khi Viét, ban ciia t6i dung ddy hat. Xin dung noi voi anh ta toi noi
diéu nay, nhung anh ta la mét nguwoi hét rat do. Poi khi, t6i di dao véi ban bé ciia t6i vao
cdc ngay chu nhdt. Thinh thoang, toi chi ¢ nha va nghe nhac, xem ti vi hodc doc truyén. Co

co cam thdy buon chan khi c6 nghe vé thoi gian ranh roi cua toi khong co gido ?



3. My favourite food

There are a lot of foods but I like meat best. I think that everyone always eats meat

and meat is popular food.

Meat is sold everywhere. For example: Supermarket, Market. Everybody always buys

meat for the big party because it is delicious and cheap.

Meat has a lot of proteins, if everyone eats a lot of meat they are intelligent and strong

that’s the reason. Why everyone eats meat.

I like meat but sometimes I don’t eat meat because I have to change different food

each day otherwise.
I will become fatter if [ always eat only meat. However, I like meat best.
Thikc én wa thich nhit ciia ti

C6 nhiéu thirc dn nhung t6i thich thit nhdt. Téi nghi rang moi nguwoi luén ludn dn thit

va thit la thire an phé bién.

Thit dwoc ban ¢ moi noi. Cho vi du: siéu thi, cho. Moi nguoi luén luén mua thit cho
tiec lon boi vi nd la ngon va re.

Thit ¢6 nhiéu protein. Néu moi nguoi an nhiéu thit, ho sé thong minh va manh khoe.

Do la Iy do tai sao moi nguoi an thit.

T6i thich thit nhung thinh thodng téi khéng dn thit boi vi t6i ¢é chuyén doi méi ngay
khdc nhau cho cdc bita an khéc nhau. Téi sé tré nén béo hon néu t6i luén luén duy nhat dn

thit. Tuy vay, toi thich thit nhat.



4. Life in the city

Life in the city is full of activity. Early in the morning hundreds of people rush out of
their homes in the manner ants do when their nest is broken. Soon the streets are full of
traffic. Shops and offices open, students flock to their schools and the day's work begins.
The city now throb with activity, and it is full of noise. Hundreds of sight-seers, tourists and
others visit many places of interest in the city while businessmen from various parts of the

world arrive to transact business.

Then towards evening, the offices and day schools begin to close. Many of the shops too
close. There is now a rush for buses and other means of transport. Everyone seems to be in a
hurry to reach home. As a result of this rush, many accidents occur. One who has not been to
the city before finds it hard to move about at this time. Soon, however, there is almost no

activity in several parts of the city. These parts are usually the business centres.

With the coming of night, another kind of activity begins. The streets are now full of
colorful lights. The air is cooler and life becomes more leisurely. People now seek
entertainment. Many visit the cinemas, parks and clubs, while others remain indoors to
watch television or listen to the radio. Some visit friends and relatives and some spend their
time reading books and magazines. Those who are interested in politics discuss the latest
political developments. At the same time, hundreds of crimes are committed. Thieves and
robbers who wait for the coming of night become active, and misfortune descends upon
many. For the greed of a few, many are killed, and some live in constant fear. To bring

criminals to justice, the officers of the law are always on the move.

Workers and others who seek advancement in their careers attend educational institutions
which are open till late in the night. Hundreds of them sit for various examinations every
year. The facilities and opportunities that the people in the city have to further their studies
and increase their knowledge of human affairs are indeed many. As a result, the people of
the city are usually better informed than those of the village, where even a newspaper is

sometimes difficult to get.



The city could, therefore, be described as a place of ceaseless activity. Here, the drama of

life 1s enacted every day.
Bai dich

Cuoc séng o thanh thi cuoc séng & thanh thi rat nhon nhip. Tuw to mo sang hang tram
nguoi wa ra khéi nha nhw dan kién vé t6. Chang bao lau sau dwong phé déng nghet xe 6.
Cdc cika hang va vin phong mo cira. Hoc sinh hoi ha cdp sach dén trieong va mot ngay lam
viéc bdt dau. Gio ddy thanh phé hoat déng nhdn nhip va day dp tiéng huyén ndo. Hang tram
nguoi ngoan canh, du khdch va nhiéu nguoi khdc viéng tham nhitng thing canh cia thanh

pho trong khi cdc doanh nhdn tu nhiéu noi trén the gioi dén trao doi cong viéc lam an.

Troi vé chiéu, nhitng vin phong va truong hoc bdt dau dong cira. Nhiéu ciia hang
ciing dong cira. Liic ndy dién ra mot cude do xé doén xe buyt va cac phwong tién vdan chuyén
khac. Duong nhu moi nguoi déu véi va vé nha. Két qua cua sw.vgi va nay la nhiéu tai nan
xay ra. Nhitng ai chwa tirng dén thanh phé cam thay khé ma di lai vao gio nay. Tuy vy
khéng bao ldu sau mét s6 khu viee ciia thanh phé nhw ngirng hoat dong. Nhitng noi nay

thuong la cdc trung tdm kinh doanbh.

Dbém xuéng, mot hinh thirc hoat dong khac lai bat dau. Duong phé tran ngdp anh den
mau. Bau khéng khi diu xuéng va cudc song tré nén thw tha hon. Gio ddy nguwoi tim dén
nhitng thii vui gidi tri. Nhiéu ngueoi dén rap chiéu bong, cong vién va cau lac bg, trong khi
nhitng nguoi khdc o nha xem ti vi va nghe dai phat thanh. Co nguoi di tham ban bé va ba
con. Cé nguoi danh thi gio doc sach va tap chi. Nhitng nguwoi quan tam dén chinh tri ban
ludn vé nhitng sw kién chinh tri nong hoi. Ciing trong thoi gian nay, hang trdm vu trom cuép
dién ra. Trém cuop cho déem xuéng dé hoat dong, va van rui dp xuéng nhiéu nguoi. Chi vi
long tham ciia mét s6 it ngwoi ma nhiéu nguoi sé bi giét, va nhiéu ngwoi khdc phdi song
trong canh so hai trien mién . Dé duwa t0i pham ra trudc cong 1y, cdc vién chuc ludt phap

luon luon san sang hanh dong.

Nguoi lao dong va nhitng nguoi muon tién trién trén con duong cong danh sy nghiép

ciia minh thi tham gia cdc 16p hoc ban dém. Moi ndm ¢6 hang tram nguwoi trong sé ho tham



dwr vao nhiéu ky thi khdc nhau. Cdc phuwong tién va co hoi danh cho nguoi dan thanh thi aé
ma& réng hoc héi va gia tang kién thirc nhan sinh thiee sw rdt phong phii. Do d6 nguoi dan ¢
thanh pho luén ndm bdt théng tin nhanh hon ngueoi dan ving néng thén, noi ma cé khi ngay

dén mét to bdo ciing khé kiém.

Tém lai thanh thi c6 thé néi la noi ciia nhitng hoat dong khéng ngirng nghi. Chinh tai

ddy vo kich cugc doi tdi dién moi ngay.

New words:

[

. flock (v): 1t luot kéo dén, tu tap, quay quanh
. throb (v): rOn rang, n6i ron 1€n, rung dong

. sight-seer (n): ngudi di tham quan

. transact (v): thuc hién, tién hanh; giai quyét

. means of transport: phuong tién van chuyén

2

3

4

5

6. commit (v): pham phai
7. misfortune (n): rui ro, sy bat hanh, diéu khong may

8. descend upon (v): 4p xudng bat ngd, dén bat ngd

9. greed (n): tinh tham lam

10. to bring S.O to justice: dem ai ra toa, truy td ai trudc toa
11. on the move: di chuyén

12. facility (n): diéu kién thuan loi, phuong tién dé dang



S. Living in a multiracial community

Living in a community where there are people of various races could be a rewarding
and an exciting experience. Such a community is like a small world with many types and
races of people in it.

Everyone, young or old, enjoys listening to stories about people in other lands. We
read books and newspapers to learn about the habits, customs and beliefs) of people who do
not belong to our race, but when we live in a community composed of many races, we have
the opportunity to meet and talk with people or various races. We can learn about their
customs and beliefs directly from them. In this way, we have a better understanding of their
ways of life. For example, in Singapore and Malaysia, which are known as multi-racial
countries, Malays, Chinese, Indians and others have lived together for several decades. They
have learnt a lot about the cultures of one another, more than what they could have learnt by
reading books or newspapers. By living together, they have also absorbed many of the habits
of one another to their common benefit.

Further, living in a multi-racial community teaches us how to respect the views and
beliefs of people of other races. We learn to be tolerant and to understand and appreciate the
peculiarities of those who are not of our race. In this way, we learn to live in peace and
harmony with foreigners whose ways of life are different from ours in several respects. We
become less suspicious of strangers and foreigners.

The relationship that develops among the people from common understanding in a
multi-racial community makes life in such a community very exciting. Any celebration of
any race becomes a celebration of all the other races. Thus, there is a lot of fun and
excitement during every celebration. In this way, better understanding is promoted among
the peoples of the world. Through each of the races of the people in a multi-racial
community, we come to know about their respective countries. For example, through the
Chinese and the Indians in Malaysia or Singapore we have come to know much about China
and India. As a result, we have a better understanding of the peoples of China and India as a
whole.

It could therefore be said that life in a multi-racial community teaches us many useful

lessons in human relations.



Bai dich

Séng trong mot céng dong da ching téc Song trong mét céng dong ma cdac cuw dan
thudc nhiéu chung toc khac nhau co.thé la mot trai nghiém thu vi va bé ich. Mot cong d&ng
nhur thé ciing giong nhw mét thé gici thu nhé gom nhiéu sdc téc va kiéu tinh cdch.

Tat cd mot nguwoi, di gia hay tré, déu thich nghe chuyén ké vé nhitng nguwoi dan xir
khdc. Ching ta doc sdch, bdo dé biét vé nhitng théi quen phong tuc va tin nguéng ciia cdc
dan téc khdc, nhung khi chiing ta song trong mét céng dong da sdc téc, ching ta c6 co héi
2dp g6 va tro chuyén véi nguwoi dan.thudc nhiéu ching téc khdc nhau. Chiing ta c6 thé truc
tiép hoc héi vé nhitng phong tuc va tin nguwéng cia ho. Bang cach nay, ching ta cé thé hiéu
nhiéu hon vé 16i séng ciia ho. Chang han nhi tai Singapore va Malaysia, nhitng nuwéc dwoc
xem la da Sdc téc, ngueoi Ma Lai, Trung Quéc, An Bé va cde sdc dan khédc da chung song
vOi nhau qua vai thdp ky. Ho da hoc hoi rat nhiéu vé van héa ciia nhau ma viéc doc sdach
bdo khéng .thé sanh bang. Qua viéc chung séng véi nhau, ho ciing da tiép thu nhiéu tdp
qudn cia nhau dé mang lai loi ich chung cho cong dong.

Thém vao dé, cudc song trong mot cong dong da sdc toc day cho ta biét ton trong
quan diém va tin nguéng cia dan téc khdc. Chiing ta biét khoan dung, hiéu biét va danh gid
cao nét ddc thir ciia nhitng nguoi khéng thuéc ching téc minh. Bang cdch nay, ching ta hoc
chung song trong hoa binh va hoa thudn véi nhitng nguoi ngoai quéc ma 16i séng ciia ho
khac chung ta trén vai phuong dién. Chung ta tro nén it nghi ngai nhitng nguoi la va nguoi
nwoc ngodi.

Moi quan hé ndy sinh giita cdc dan téc tiv si hiéu biét chung trong mét cong dong da
sdc téc lam cho cudc séng trong cong dong nhuw thé tré nén hét sire thii vi. Bat ky 1€ ky niém
cua mot ddn toc nao ciing tro thanh Ié ky niém cua tat ca cdce dan tdc khéac. Nho vdy co rat
nhiéu niém vui thich va thi vi trong moi mot dip 1é hoi. Bc%ng cdch nay, su hiéu biét lan nhau
gilta cdc dan téc trén thé giéi dwoe ddy manh. Théng qua moi mét dan téc trong céng dong
da ching téc, chiing ta dan dan hiéu biét vé quoc gia ma ho la dai dién. Chang han, théng
qua ngwoi Trung Quéc va An Bé ¢ Malaysia hay Singapo. chiing ta biét nhiéu vé Trung Hoa
va An D6. Vi vy chiing ta hiéu nhiéu hon vé tong thé dan téc va dat nuwde Trung Hoa va An

Do.



Vi thé co thé ndi rang cudc song o mot cong dong da chung toc day cho ta nhiéu bai

hoc hitu ich vé moi quan hé cua con nguoi.

New words:

[

. race (n): chiing tdc, gidng ngudi

. belief (n): tin ngudng

. composed (adj): gdm co, bao gdm

. multi-racial (adj): da ching toc, nhiéu chung tdc

. decade (n): tho1 ky muoi ndm, thap ky

. absorb (v): hap thu

. peculiarity (n): tinh chét riéng, nét riéng bict, nét dac biét

. In peace and harmony with: trong hoa binh va hoa thuan
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. promote (v): nang cao, xuc tién, day manh

10. as a whole: n61 chung, toan b0



6. A visit to a famous city

A few months ago my father and I visited Singapore, one of the most famous cities in

Asia.

Singapore, a small island, lies at the southern and of West Malaysia. A long and
narrow piece of land joins Singapore with Johore Hahru, the southern-most town of West

Malaysia. Singapore is now an independent.

The city of Singapore is extremely beautiful. It is well known for its centres of
business and other activities. There are many places of interest such as the Tiger Balm
Garden, the Botanical Gardens and Raffles Museum. There are also many important centres
of learning such as the University of Singapore, Science Centre, the Nanyang University and
the Polytechnic. Being a famous city, hundreds of people come every day from various parts
of the world to do business or to enjoy the sights of the city. Singapore therefore has large

and beautiful airports and its harbours are full of ships.

There are many night schools where people who cannot go to the day schools for
some reason or other can continue their studies. And, the government of Singapore is still

doing its best to make further improvements in the city for the benefit of the people.

During my stay in Singapore, [ went out every day with my father to see the beautiful
and interesting places and things in the city. One day we went to the Tiger Balm Garden
where I saw several statues of people, animals and other strange creature beautifully made
and kept. The sea near this garden makes this a pleasant place to visit. We spent almost half

of the day at this place.

Another day we visited the museum where I saw hundreds of curious things preserved
for scholars and others. It was indeed an education to see all those things. There is so much

to learn here that every visit by any person is sure to add to his knowledge.



I also visited some of the harbours and saw the large ships anchored there. The sight
of the ships aroused a desire in me to cross the oceans and go round the world. I was indeed

deeply impressed by the activities at the harbour.

Then every night, [ went round the town and visited some of the parks and other
places of interest. The numerous sights and the constant stream of traffic kept the city alive. |
visited a few of the cinemas as well. In short, I enjoyed every moment of my stay in this

famous city of Singapore
Bai dich

Cdch ddy vai thang, bé téi va téi di tham quan Singapore, mét trong nhitng thanh phé

noi tieng nhdt chau A.

Singapore la mét hon ddo nhé nam & phia nam va thuéc mién trung tdy Malaysia.
Mot ddi ddt nhé va hep néi lién Singapore véi Johore Bahru, thanh phé cyc nam cia ving

Tay Malayxia. Singapore hién nay la mét quoc gia doc ldp.

Thanh phé Singapore cwc ky diém 1é. N6 néi tiéng béi nhitng trung tam budn ban va
cdc hoat dong khac. Co nhiéu thcfng canh nhu Vwon Tiger Banh, vuwon sinh hoc va vién Bao
tang Raffles. Ngodi ra con c6 nhiéu trung tam nghién ciru quan trong nhw Bai hoc tong hop
Singapore, Trung tdm khoa hoc, Dai hoc Nanyang va Pai hoc Bach khoa. Vi la mot thanh
phé néi tiéng nén hang ngdy c6 hang tram nguoi tir cdc nuwde khdc nhau trén thé gidi dén dé
lam viéc hay chiém ngudng canh quan thanh phé. Vi thé Singapore c¢é nhitng sdn bay to va

dep, con nhitng hai cang cua nd luc nao ciing tap ndp tau be.

C6 nhitng 16p hoc ban dém cho nhitng nguoi khong thé dén truong vao ban ngay vi
mot ly do nao do dé ho tié’p tuc hoc tap. Va hién nay chinh phu Singapore dang lam hét sirc

minh dé ngay cang phat trién thanh phé vi loi ich cho nguwoi dan Singapore.

Trong khi dirng chdn ¢ Singapore, hang ngdy t6i ra phé dao choi véi bé va ngdam nhin

canh vdt thi vi ra dep dé cua thanh phé. Mot ngay no toi dén vuon T iger Balm noi toi thcfy



co vai burc twong nguoi, nhiéu loai thu va nhitng tao vdt la ky dwoc tao tac va gin gitr rdat

cong phu. Chiing t6i ¢ dé gan nira ngay.

Chiing téi ciing tham quan vién bdo tang, & do t6i thdy hang tram thir quy gid dwoc
gitr gin cho cdc hoc gid va nhitng nguoi khdac. Thdt la mot co hoi hoc tap khi dwoc xem tat
cd cdc vit nay. O ddy cé rdt nhiéu diéu dé hoc héi dén ndi bat cir ngwoi nao dén tham vién

bdo tang ciing c6 thém kién thirc cho minh.

T6i ciing di tham vai hdi cang va thday nhitng con tau Iém tha neo ¢ P6. Canh tuwong
tau bé khudy dong trong t6i wéc mudn vieot dai dwong di vong quanh thé giéi. Cdac hoat

dong o bén cang that sw gdy cho t6i dan twong sdu sdc.

Roi méi dém t6i déu di quanh thanh phé viéng tham nhitng céng vién va thang canh
khdc. V6 s6 anh dén va dong xe cé bat tan lam thanh phé rat song dong. Téi ciing dén tham
mot vai rap chiéu bong. Tom lgi toi yéu thich méi khoanh khdc t6i Séng tai thanh phé

Singopore noi tieng nay.

New words:

1. places of interest: nhirng noi ddng cht y, nhiing noi tha vi
. strange creatures: nhirng sinh vat la

. curious (adj): ham hiéu biét, to mo, hiéu ky

. anchor (v): bé neo, tha neo

. arouse a desire: goi 1én su khao khat

. impress (v): gdy an tuong

. numerous lights: nhi€éu 4nh dén
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. scholar (n): thanh phan tri thic



7. An unusual opportunity I had

Seldom does one have opportunity of seeing a fight between a tiger and a crocodile. 1,
however, had this opportunity one day when I went with my father into a forest in search of

some wild plants.

I had never been to a forest before. Therefore, whatever I saw in the forest interested
me greatly. I looked at the rich vegetation all round as well as the variety of colourful
flowers and birds, large and small. I saw the activity of some of the wild creatures, such as
snakes, squirrels and insects. Occasionally, I heard the cry of some strange animal in pain,
perhaps while being eaten by a larger animal. I also heard some rustling noises in the
undergrowth; but I was not afraid of all these. Such things, I knew, were natural to the

forest.

My father whose only interest was in the type of plants he wanted for my mother's
garden, however, paid little attention to the sounds and movements in these green depths. He
continued his search for more and more of those plants until we reached one of the banks of

a large river in the forest. There we stopped for a while to enjoy the sights around.

The scene was peaceful. Then, to our surprises and honor, we saw a tiger on the other
side of the river. It was moving quietly and cautiously towards the water for a drink. A hush

fell upon the jungle. My father and I were now too frightened to move from there.

However, as the tiger put its mouth into the river there was a sudden swirl of the
waters, and before the tiger could rush out, it was seized by a huge crocodile. The tiger's
howl of pain and anger filled me and my father with terrors. Yet we waited there to see the
end of the struggle between these two lords of the forest and the river. The crocodile had the
advantage from the beginning. It used all its strength to pull the tiger deeper into the water,
and the tiger too fought desperately to free itself from the jaws of the merciless reptile; but
the tiger soon gave up the struggle and all was quiet again. [ now felt pity for the tiger which

had died just to slake its thirst.



Then, my father reminded me of the narrow escape that we had ourselves had. If the
tiger had been on this side of the river, one of us might have died in the way the tiger did, a
victim of animal appetite. And as we were returning home, I began to think of the struggle

for life and savagery that lurks beneath peaceful scenes.

Bai dich

Rat hiem khi nguoi ta co dip xem mot tran danh nhau gitta mot con hoé va mot con cd
sau. Tuy nhién toi da tung co co hgi nay vao mot ngay no, khi cung voi bo toi vao rung de

tim cady dai.

Trude do, t6i chiea bao gio bude chin vao riemg. Vi thé bt cir diéu gi téi thdy trong
khu rieng dé ciing lam cho t6i thich thii. Téi nhin nhitng loai thao méc sum xué ¢ khdp noi
ciing nhuw nhitng loai hoa cé va chim mudng I6n nhé sdc sé dit mau. Téi thdy nhitng lodi thii
hoang nhw rdn séc va con tring dang hoat déng. Thinh thodng téi nghe tiéng kéu ciia mot
loai thu la bi thuong, co lé la bi mot con thu [6n hon an thit. Toi con nghe thcfy tiéng xdo xac
cia nhitng liim cdy thap; nhung t6i khéng so. Téi biét nhitng diéu ndy la phdi cé trong mot

khu rung.

Cha t6i chi quan tam dén nhiing loai cdy ma 6ng mudn trong trong vieon ciia me nén
it dé y t6i nhitng ém thanh va hoat dong trong khu rieng ram sau tham nay. Ong mdi mé tim
thém nhiéu cdy dai cho dén khi chiing téi dén bén bo mét con séng I6n trong rieng. Chiing

16i dirng lai dé mét choc dé ngam canh vit xung quanh.

Khung canh rat thanh binh. Thé roi hét sirc ngac nhién va s hdi, chiing téi thiy mot
con hé bén kia bo séng. N6 dang ling 1€ va than trong tién téi dé uong nude. Im ling bao

trum lén khu rung ram. Ca cha t6i va toi déu kinh so dung chon chan mot cho.

Tuy nhién, khi con ho cui sdu xuéng mat song, bat ngo mot xody nudc xong lén va,
khong kip chay thodt, con ho da bi mot con cad sau khong 16 tom chat. Tiéng ru dau don va
gian dit cua con ho lam t6i va cha toi hét suc kinh hoang. Nhung chung toi van dung dé xem

két cuc cua tran quyét chién giita hai loai chua té cua rung xanh va song nudc. Con ca sau



c6 loi thé ngay tir liic dau. N6 ding hét sirc kéo con hé xuong nwde, va con hé ciing chién
ddu mét cach tuyét vong dé thodt khéi ham con cd sdu tan bao. Nhitng chcfng bao lau sau
con hé thua cudc va im ling lai trivm 1én khu rieng. Liic d6 t6i cam thdy ddng thwong cho

con ho bi chét chi vi khat nuoc.

Thé roi cha toi nhdc toi nho dén sy thoat chét mong manh vira qua. Néu con ho ¢ bo
song bén nay, han la mot trong hai chung toi da chét nhw con ho, nan nhdn cua loai thu khat
mau. Va trén suot quang dwong vé nha, toi bat dau nghi vé sy dau tranh dé sinh ton va sy

bao tan an sau duoi cdi vé thanh binh cua cudc song.

New words:

[

. rustling noise (n): tiéng dong sot soat, xao xac

2. in these green depths: trong sau tham cta khu rimng, trong cuing tham cua khu rimg
3. cautiously (adv): can than, than trong
4. hush (n): su im lang
5. switl (n): chd nudc xody, chd nudc cudn

6. howl (n): ra (dau don)

7. fill (v): 1am tran ngap, 1am day

8. terror (n): su kinh hoang, ndi khiép so

9. merciless (adj): nhan tim, tan nhan

10. reptile (n) : loai bo sat

11. slake one's thirst : lam cho d& khat, gidi khat

12. savagery (n) : su tan bao, su doc ac, hanh vi tan bao, hanh vi doc ac

13. lurk (v) : ngdm ngam, an nap, nup, trén



8. The value of libraries

A good library is an ocean of information, whose boundaries continue to extend with
the endless contribution of the numerous streams of knowledge. Thus, it has a peculiar

fascination for scholars, and all those whose thirst for knowledge is instable.

The usefulness of libraries in the spread of knowledge has been proved through the
years. The field of knowledge is so extensive and life is so brief that even the most avid
reader can never expect to absorb it all. Those who have a love for knowledge, therefore, try
to master only a small fraction of it. Even this requires reading of hundreds of books, cheap
and expensive, new and old. But few people are able to buy all the books on the subject in
which they wish to attain proficiency. It is therefore necessary for them to visit a good
library, where they can read a great variety of books on the subject they love. Besides, many
old and valuable books on certain subjects are found only in a good library. Even the

original manuscript of an author, who died several years ago, can be found in it, sometimes.

Today, men everywhere have discovered the benefits of learning. More and more
books are being written to extend human knowledge and experience. Governments and
individuals throughout the world are, therefore, opening more and more libraries to enable
people to read as many books as possible. Libraries have been opened even in the remotest
regions of the earth, so that people who are unable to buy books from the towns can still gain
access to the various sources of knowledge. Mobile libraries serve the people in various

parts of the earth.

The importance of libraries, however, is felt most acutely by students in schools and
universities, where most students are engaged in deep studies. The number of books that a
student has to study, especially at a university, is so large that unless he comes from a rich
family, he can hardly buy them all. Besides, many of the books may not be available in the

book-shops within his reach. It is therefore to his advantage to visit a good library.



Some people even have then own private libraries in which they spend their leisure,
reading the books that they have collected over the years and drive great intellectual benefit

and pleasure.

In short, libraries have contributed so much to the extension of knowledge that they

have become almost indispensable to all literate men.

Bai dich

Mot thu vién [on la mot dai duwong cua thong tin ma ranh gioi cua no tié}) tuc mo rong
VGi sw dong gép vo tian nhitng dong sudi tri thire khéng bao gio ngimg lai. Vi vdy né ¢ sirc

quyén ri dac biét doi voi cdc hoc gia va nhitng nguoi khat khao chan troi kién thurc.

Sw hitu dung ciia thw vién trong viéc truyén ba kién thire da dwoe Minh chirng hang
bao nam qua. Canh dong cua tri thike thi qud rong va cudc doi thi qud ngdan cho nén ngay ca
nhitng djc gia tham lam nhdt ciing dirng bao gio: mong rang sé doc dwoc tat cd. Vi the,
nhitng nguwoi yéu mén tri thire chi ndm vieng mot phan ndo dé ma théi. Ma chi thé théi ciing
phdi doc hang tram quyén sdach, ré va ddt, méi va cii. Nhung it ai c6 thé mua tat ca nhiing
quyén sach vé chuyén mén ma ho muon thanh thao. Vi thé ho can phai dén thu vién noi ho
c6 thé doc thit nhiéu sach vé chii dé yéu thich. Hon nita nhiéu quyén sach qui gid chi ¢é
trong thu vién. Déi khi ca mot ban thio nguyén goc ciia mét tac gia qua doi cach day vai

nam ciing cé thé tim thdy trong thi vién.

Ngay nay, con nguoi & khdp noi dd phdt hién ra loi ich cia viéc hoc tdp. Ngdy cang
c6 nhiéu cudn sach dwoc viét dé mé réng kién thirc va kinh nghiém con nguoi. Vi thé cdc
chinh phii va cd nhan trén thé giGi khong ngieng mo nhitng thie vién givip ngueoi ta doc cang
nhiéu sach cang tot. Thw vién ciing xudt hién tai ngay ca ¢ nhitng ving xa xéi nhdt ciia trdi
ddt dé nhitng ai khéng thé mua sach tiv thanh pho van c6 thé tiép thu nhitng nguon kién thirc

da dang. Nhitng thu vién di dong phuc vu nguoi doc sach o moi noi trén thé gioi.

Tuy nhién tdm quan trong cua thw vién la dé thday nhdat ¢ sinh vién, hoc sinh cac

truong pho thong va dai hoc, noi ma phan lon hoc sinh luén bgn ron nghién cuu. Con so



nhitng quyén sach ma mot sinh vién phai nghién cuu dac biét o truwong dai hoc la kha lon
dén noi gan nhw khong thé mua hét dwge, triv khi gia canh cia anh ta hét sicc giau cé. Hon
nita, nhiéu quyén sach cé thé khéng cé san trong hiéu sach dé anh ta mua. Vi vy dén thu

vién rat la tién loi.

Mot s6 nguoi co thu vién riéng dé khi nhan roi doc nhitng quyén sach ho da suu tap

hang bao nam troi va mang vé niém vui va nguon tri thuec.

Tom lgi, thu vién da dong gop rat nhiéu trong viéc mo mang kién thirc dén noi no tro

nén khong thé thiéu dwoc doi voi tat ca con nguoi.

New words:

1. fascination (n): su tho1 mién; sy mé hoac, su quyén ra
. instable (adj): khong 6n dinh

. avid (adj): khao khat, thém khat, thém thudng

. fraction (n): phan nho, miéng nho

. to attain proficiency (v): tré nén thanh thao, gidi giang
. manuscript (n): ban viét tay

. acutely (adv): sdu sic

. intellectual (adj): (thudc) tri tu¢
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. to drive great intellectual benefit: theo dudi loi ich tri thirc 16n
10. indispensable (adj): tuyét ddi can thiét, khong thé thiéu duoc

11. literate men (n): nhitng ngudi c6 hoc



9. A horrible sight

On the main roads of West Malaysia accidents occur almost every day. Most of them
are caused by young drivers who are long of speed. The recklessness has caused the death of
even careful drivers. What I am about to relate concems the death of some young people,
resulting from the reckless driving of a young man.

On the day in question, I was travelling with my brother to Ipoh. As my brother's car
was old, he had to drive slowly. We left Singapore, our hometown, very early in the
morning, so that we could reach our destination before . The slow journey soon made me so
tired that I fell asleep. However, we broke our Journey at Yong Peng, a small town in Johore
for some refreshment. When we resumed our journey, we saw a number of badly damaged
vehicles in front of the Police Station of that town. My brother then began to talk about the
various accidents that he had seen on that road. 1 began to grow uneasy about the rest of the
journey. My brother had told me that most of the accidents occurred within a few miles of
that town. I now began to fear for our own safety. Then, suddenly, a car, running at great
speed, outtook our car. My brother then predicted that the car would be involved in an
accident soon. After that my heart began to beat fast.

The car was soon out of sight. My brother, however, assured me that I would have an
opportunity to see a very bad accident, and sure enough, we soon arrived at a distressing
scene.

The car that had overtaken our car was in a ditch and four young girls were lying dead
on the road-side. Their faces and clothes were covered with blood. Some people were trying
to extricate the other occupants, including the young driver, who were still alive in the car.
But all of a sudden, the car was on fire, and their efforts failed. Thus, the occupants in the
car were burnt alive, and it was indeed heart-rending to hear their last screams. Soon a fire
engine and the police arrived with an ambulance, but it was too late.

This was indeed a horrible sight, and even today the mention of accidents reminds me

of those piteous screams of the dying ones in that car.





