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CHUONG 3: MOT SO TAC GIA TIEU BIEU KHAC

I. Nguyén Thong (1827 — 1884)

1. Nguyén Thong

Nguyén Thong tén chit 124 Hy Phan, hiéu Ky Xuyén, ngudi huyén Tan
Thanh, tinh Gia Pinh (nay 1a Ky Son, Long An). Than sinh 12 nha nho ngheo
Nguy&n Hanh. Nam 23 tudi (1849), Nguyén Thong dd clt nhan nhung vao thi hoi
bai thi bi Iim myc khong hdp 1&é nén bi danh hdng. Do nha nghéo khong thé tiép
tuc hoc Nguyén Thong nhin chic hudn dao Phi Phong (An Giang). Nim 1855
chuyén ra Hu€ 1am viéc & ndi cdc, tham gia soan sach Nhdn sy kim gidm (Guong
vang soi viéc nguoi).

Phdp danh thanh Gia Pinh (1859) 6ng tong quin tham gia sy nghiép bdo vé
dat nudc. Thoi gian trong quan ngil dng 1a ngudi gitp viéc tich cuc cho thdng ddc
quan vu Ton That Hiép. Ba tinh mién Pong mat, 6ng cling mdt s6 si phu yéu nudc
ldnh sang mién Tay. Tir 1862-1867 1am ddc hoc Vinh Long. Sau khi luc tinh bi cit
hoan toan cho Phdp 6ng lai cing dong ngudi ti dia kéo ra Binh Thuin. Cudi nim
1867 lam 4n sat Khdnh Hoa, 1870 lam bién 1y bo hinh, ti€p sau lam bd chdnh
Quang Ngii. Tir 1873-1875 vi bi bénh 6ng xin vé Binh Thuin két bé ban du ngoan
céc vung ring ndi. 1876 vé kinh 1am tu nghiép Qudc ti gidm, cling mdt s6 ngudi
khdc khdo duyét bd6 Kham dinh Viét sit thong gidm cuong muc. Sau d6 soan bo Viét
sit cuong gidm khdo Iugc. 1877 1am phé st dién ndong kiém ddc hoc Binh Thuin.
Khuyén khich phét trién nghé noéng va gido duc 16p tré 13 hai viéc 16n ma 6ng ra
stc thyc hién trong thdi gian cudi doi. Nhin lai quing ddi lam quan, Nguyén Thong
da lam nhitng viéc ddng chu y nhu sau:

1. Thdi gian & Binh Thuin 6ng tich cuc vin dong phét trién nghé ndng
nhiim tich trit luong thuc, tinh k& 1du dai. Ngoai ra 6ng con td chiic thim do
céc viing cao nguyén La Ngu, xem xét kha niing khai hoang, vé dia dd v.v...

2. Khi 1am 4n siat Khdnh Hoa 6ng gti s6 1én vua Ty Dic diéu trin bon
viéc: Chon hién tai, ting cudng vo bi, cai ti€n thué thd san, khoan hau ddi
v6i dan. Ngoai ra, dng con can vua gidm cdc cudc du ngoan xa ton kém, b6t
xdy ling tAm.

3. 6 Quang Ngii, Nguyén Thong da 1am nhiéu viéc c6 1gi cho dan nhat 12
cong tic thiy 1gi. Ong van dong dao kénh, ddp dap, trdng cdy, chdng lai té
quan lai, cudng hao nhiing lam cta dan. Pay ciing 13 thdi gian Nguyén
Thong bi vu cdo, bi bit giam va x{ trugng. Nhan dan hi€u 6ng nén c6 ngudi
1in 16i ra tan Hu€ kéu oan cho 6ng. Hai viéc Nguyén Thong dé nghi vé
triéu dugc chap thuin thi hanh trong cic tinh d6 13 viéc t8 chifc trong ciy,
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dinh 1 viéc hoc st va ban cdp sdch hoc cho cdc trudng. Ong con gdi s6 1én
vua dé nghi 1dp don dién, khai khdin mién TAy Nguyén (tir bién gidi
Campuchia dé€n Quing Tri). P& nghi dudc triéu dinh chip thuin nhung k&
hoach khong thuc hién dugc vi bi thuc dan Phdp ngéin trd.

2. Mot sé ndi dung tho Nguyén Thong

Nhitng bai thd tién biét chi€ém mot ti 1& diang k€ trong di sdn thd Nguyén
Thong. Nhiéu bai thd clia 6ng viét ra dé tién dua ngudi di xa nhu tién ban be di
nhin chic, di cong cdn, tién vg vé qué ... S6 lugng khong nhé nhitng bai tho tién
biét trong thd Nguyén Thong néi 1én ring 6ng la mot ngudi rat tran trong tinh ban,
giau tinh cam.

Bai Téng Nguyén Thién quan tri tiét Gia Dinh kiém lanh sw (Pua Ong
Nguyén Thién vang ménh vua vao Gia Pinh kiém chitc lanh sw) vira chat chita ndi lo
chung d6i v6i van ménh dit nuSc va truyén tdi mot tinh ban gin bé. Nguyén Thong
chia xé tAm trang bang khuing, ndi uu tu trong phiit gidy chia tay véi ngudi ban gia
clia minh, 6ng viét:

Huyén tri hau hoi tai ha x,

Toa sdng man phat toan thanh 6ng.

Nhu kim duong trit &n 4u nam c0,

Tu ndng ngudng Oc uu tai phi.

Trung duong thuong chinh thudc tan nha,
Tam qudc hoa thu tdn chudng c6.

Tang quan khd phap tri hai thién,

Kiéu thii thién nam truéng van thu.

(Khong biét gip nhau 1an sau & chd nao?

VAy nén ngoi budn, diu rau téc bac, déu hau thanh gia ci roi
Bay gid day triéu dinh duong c6 viéc lo vé mién Nam.

Chtc tv ndng ngling trong néc nha lo viéc tai chinh.

Viéc budn ban véi nudc ngodi thudc vé mot chitc quan méi,

T3 hoa udc ba nuSc con dé & nha luu trit

T6i buc vi khong c6 thién tru hai dé ting dng

Ngo4nh didu vé mién Nam bang khuing nhin 1dng ciy rop...)

Thuc ra viét bai tho that ngdn dai dua tién ban nay Nguyén Thong khong
chi nhim muc dich néi 15i chia li, tién biét, d€ gidi bay tinh cdm bin rin vdi ngudi di
xa ma con 12 dip d€ nha tho 6n lai nhitng gi 6ng ciing ngudi ban gia di trdi qua. P6
la giai doan dic y: “Tudng lai ba nim trudc, to6i lam viéc trong dinh DPinh quan,
Cung 6ng lién giudng nim ban viéc quan”. Nhung thdi gian d6 that ngin ngii,
cudc chién khdc liét da gat phing Nguyén Thong cung chién hitu ctia dng ra khdi
dat luc tinh dé rdi ho ciing dm méi sau xa qué nhu Ditu Tin va Thi€u Ling thud
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truSc. Nguyén Thong viét nhitng 15i tho budn dién t3 tinh cdnh tré tréu cia nhitng
nha yéu nudc ti dia luc tinh cudi thé€ ky trudce:

Phong tran thiic hdt van sy cdi,

C8 thd phiéu linh kim k¥ t4i?

Ky sdu Ditu Tin ai Giang Nam,

Thuy ldo Thi€u Ling ngoa giang hai.
(Con gié bui phiit chdc 1am cho muon viéc thay ddi,
Chiing ta déu xiéu giat xa qué nha di may nim?
Ciing nhu Ditu Tin 6m m&i sdu nim mai & Giang Nam,
Nhu Thi€u Ling nim gia rii & mién Giang Hai.)

Tinh ban, tinh qué huong xit s& 13 hai tinh cdm ludn hoa quyén, van vit
trong nhitng bai tho tién biét cda Nguyén Thong. Mbi 1an 1am tho tién mot ngudi
ban trd vé Gia Pinh nha tho lai mdt 1an ky gti ndi 1ong nhé qué day dit. Piéu nay
cho ta thdy ring trong nhitng ngay thing ti dia, 1ong nha tho ludn huéng vé qué
huong, canh canh ndi lo budn clia mdt con ngudi rat ddi gin bé v6i ndi chdn rau cit
ron cia minh. N&i khao khat trd vé qué huong cla nha thd dudc gifi gim trong hai
dong cubi cla bai Téng Bui Lang chi Gia Pinh (Pua 6ng Bui Tich di Gia Pinh):

Ngi duc quin quin quan chifc tiéu,
Mi nhan cong cén dic hoan huong.

(Téi ciing mudn ddi cho dng chifc quan nhé Ay,
D€ mdi khi nhan viéc cong dugc vé thim qué huong.)

Ud6c mudn “d6i cdi chitc quan nhd” @€ c6 dip “nhin viéc cong dugc vé thim
qué huong” clia nha tho qua 1a vira 1am 4m 1ong ngudi di xa vira an di, vd vé dudc
ndi nhd nhung trong 1ong ngudi & lai.

Tho tién biét clia Nguyén Thong thudng c6 nhitng cau két khé quén. Két
thic bai Téng Dinh Tuong niét sit Hoang Dudng don quy Kién Giang biét nghiép
(Tién 6ng dn sdat Pinh Tuong la Hoang Dudng vé nha riéng & Kién Giang) Nguyén
Thong viét vé ngudi ban thd clia minh:

Bich thién qui hii kiéu,
Si€u trudng dai tri am.
(Om trim bai thé dem vé géc bé,
Bang khuing dgi ban tri Am thudng thic.)

Hai dong thd cudi bai An Giang téng Trdn Tit Mén Phii Yén quén dao (O An
Giang duwa 6ng Trdn Tit Mdn doi di qudn dao Phii Yén) duom chiit bing khuing,
lang man:

biang 1am phung I nhan,
Vi phu s6 hang thu.
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(Mbi khi 1én cao giip chim nhan x& ngudi,
Hay gti cho t6i mot doi 16i.)

Tinh ban, tinh ngudi hdoa quyén véi tinh qué huong xt s& 13 dic di€ém riéng
dé thdy trong tho Nguyén Thong. Nét riéng va ciing 1a nét dic sic nay khién thi
hting Nguy&n Thong mang mot sic thdi khac so v6i thd Nguyén Xuin On, Nguyén
Quang Bich cung nhitng nha thd yéu nudc cung thdi khic.

Ngay cé trong bai Tong néi tit Ngé Vii Khanh nam qui (Pua vg la Ngé Vil
Khanh vé nam) cing véi ndi budn chia li “manh tring sdng chia d6i” v6i ngudi ban
ddi nha tho con thd 16 ndi nhé qué da diét cia minh. Bai tho gdm hai khé tuong ng
vdi hai gidc mong. Gidc mo thit nhit: md vo trd vé& v6i mot vé budn vo han:

Mong héi la truéng, 1& chiu san,
Lan ho4n kinh thoa liém thdy hoan.

(Gidc mo vé noi la truéng, thdy ba roi hat chiu,
Ra chiéu ludi bi€ng khong thay cdi kinh thoa cai trén mdi téc xanh.)

GiAc mo thit hai: Nha thd mo thdy minh tr§ vé qué nha hudng thd chan qué
vdi nhitng mén in gidn di “rau nhit, gdi c4 vuge” (Tac da thuin 16 giang thugng
mdng — Pém qua nim md vé trén song hudng cdi thi qué rau nhiit, gdi cd vudc)...

Tinh cdm nhS nhung quyén luyén doéi véi vg va ndi nhé qué dén thanh
mong, 3 Nguyén Thong c4 hai tinh cdm Ay déu thit siu sic.

Xiic cdm thanh thd tru6e nhitng cudc ra di cda ban be, ngudi than, Nguyén
Thong con 1am tho vé chinh nhitng cudc chia ly clia minh. C6 1& trong cudc doi
Nguyén Thong x6t xa nhat 1a viéc phai bé qué huong luc tinh ra di. Nhitng bai tho
dng viét lién quan dén sy viéc nay déu bao phli mot khong gian u 4m, ning triu.
Bai Thudt cdm (Thudt méi cdm xiic) 12 tAm trang clia nha thd trudc cudc ra di bat
ddc di, xa x6t. Sau khi “lay biét nha thd t3 tién” “ging uéng chén rugu hoan tdng”
v4i ba con than thich dén tién, nha thd “than thd budc 1én chi€c thuyén con”. Mot y
nghi bi thuong chua x6t chdt dén trong suy nghi nha tho ring vdi chuyén di nay
“tré con c6 co hoi gip lai, Nhung ngudi gia thi e vinh biét thoi” (A’u ti€u hoi tuong
ton, L3o gid thanh vinh ty). CAm nhn bi ai vé than th& va thdi cudc d6 khién trong
mit nha tho ngoai cdnh trd nén xdm xit, lanh 180 khéc thudng:

Luong phiéu khdi thién mat,
Lac diép tur cyu chi.
(Gi6 lanh néi 1én cudi trdi,
L4 rung tach lia canh cii.)
Hay: Y bdng nhat hdi mién,
Phu van mé giang ly.
(Tya mui thuyén quay dau nhin lai,
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Thdi may ndi di phi kin nhitng ¢4 cAy doc song)

Nhitng dong thd “Phui vin mé giang ly”, “Luong phiéu khdi thién mit” da
dién tA siu sdc tAm trang clia nha yéu nudc ti dia Nam Ky cudi th€ ky true. Noi
dau, ndi budn cla Nguyén Thong trong gid phiit nay gin lién vdi ndi dau dat nudc
bi chia cit, v6i vin ménh t& qudc trudc nhitng thit thich méi cda lich sit. TAm trang
budn nay con dugc biéu hién trong bai Biét vong dé lit phan (Tir biét mo nguoi em
chén noi ddt khdch). V6i bai tho nay, nha thd tir biét nAm md ngudi em chdn ndi dat
khdch trong béng chiéu ta ma “hai hing nu6c mit nhd dim dia” (song 1€ lac ta
huy). Nha tho ra di trong cAnh mua roi va béng t6i, véi “giot mua lanh ban dém
tam ta” (Han vii da phi phi)...

Véi nhitng bai tho trén, ta ¢6 thé néi ring, Nguyén Thong 12 nha tho cda
nhitng cudc chia li, tién biét.

3. Viin xudi Neuyén Thong

Vin xudi Nguyén Thong bao gdm cic ban s6, biéu, truyén ky, truyén ngu
ngdn... Viét cdc ban s diéu trdn, bi€u, Nguyén Thong té 1o 12 ngudi c6 trach
nhiém cao v6i nuSc véi dan, say sura v6i rat nhiéu du dinh 1am gidu, dep cho x4 hoi.
Véi mot biit luc vitng vang, vin phong manh mé&, cdc van dé 6ng dé dat dudc trinh
bay, ban luan mot cdch hét sitc gdy gon, mach lac. T sé diéu tran bon viéc vé ndi
tri, 6ng viét: “Thdng tw nhuin nim nay, Hoang thugng ngy & nodi dién triéu tap dinh
than vin vd bdo ring: “Cdc ngudi tré hoc trang hanh, ai ndy déu lam tron chifc vu,
trén gidp trAm stra chita nhitng diéu thi€u sét, dudi gitdp dan dugc thda long trong
mong”... Do d6, t6i dim manh miéng trinh bay bon viéc vé& ndi tri cAn phii tién
hanh gip rit trudc tién”. Bon viéc ndi tri md Nguyén Thong dé xuat d6 1a: Chon
nhan tai b8 1am quan, cai ti€n v luge, ddnh thu€ thd sin, cAn khoan hau. G mbi
van dé tic gid déu c6 nhitng siang ki€n riéng, 1ap ludn, phan tich ro rang. Riéng van
dé chon hién tai bd 1am quan, do ¥ thifc dudc vai trd clia hé thong quan lai, Nguyén
Thong trinh bay quan diém clia minh bing cdch phan ddi lai sy ty tién, thi€u khoa
hoc trong cong viéc nay. Ong viét: “Thdi xua chon ké si phdi xem xét rd rang chic
chin rdi méi bd 1am quan, va ¢ ra lam quan rdi méi hau cip bdng 16c. Vi chiic
quan ma chon ngudi, khong vi ngudi ma chon chic quan. Nay cdc quan pht huyén
chau 13 nhitng k& 1am guong miu cho si din. Dau § trong triéu hay & ngoai tinh,
mot vi quan déu c6 mdt chic trach, cAn lya chon cin thin mdi dugc ngudi xiing
ddng. Th€ ma nhitng hoc trd s6 hoc non nét, nhitng con nha quyén qui vénh vio,
nhitng bon lai di€u tAm thudng, khong xét hanh kiém, khong ludng tai ning, chi
cin cif vao ham phdm ma giao ngay cho chiic vu trong y&u. Lam quan khong c6 di
tu cach ma cho giit chic diéu khién, khong thit qua trong sach ma cho giit quyén
tai chinh, khong gidi phdn dodn ma cho giif viéc can rin, quen théi né nang ma cho
lam viéc b8 ban quan chic. Nhu th€ ma mudn quan lai xing chifc, nhin din thda
1ong v chinh sy m& mang thi phdng c6 duge khong?” Téng hop lai ci bon van dé
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néu ra trong ban diéu tran. Nguy&n Thong khing dinh: “Chon nhin tai d€ ding 1am
quan chic, cii ti€n v luge d€ bio vé bd coi, ddnh thué thd san d€ di chi ding,
trong khoan hau dé€ c& két long ngudi 12 nhitng diéu ma ngay nay khong thé tri
hoan. Cin ban d€ thyc hanh dudc t6t 13 & minh vua phai c6 quyét tim”.

Mot trong nhitng muc dich ma ngudi viét diéu trin nio cling mong mudn
truyén dat t6i d6 1a trinh bay sdng td van dé va thuyét phuc ngudi doc. Ngudi doc
diéu tran 12 vua va cdc quan dai than, thuyét phuc duge “chia thugng” va nhitng vi
quyén cao chifc trong 13 diéu hoan toan khong phdi d&. Nghia 1a sy ding din, thiét
thuc va cip bach cda van dé con phdi dugc trinh by vira khoa hoc vira tao dudc sy
ddng tinh, 16i cuén. PE dat dudc diéu dé phai c6 nghé thuit dién gidi, trinh bay,
nghia 13 “vidn” phdi that hip din. Cdc ban vin diéu trin Nguyén Thong khong
nhiéu nhung cling dd cho thdy dng c6 kha ning 1ap luan khoa hoc, giong vin hiing
hén, thu hiit.

[

Céc tiu pham: Bai minh vé tho duong, Bai hdt chim Anh vé, Ban cdch ém
qui cia Nguyén Thong cho thdy 6ng it nhiéu di thé hién dugc 16i viét riéng véi
cich dién gidi thi vi, 4n y sdu sic.

Lu4n ban, tri€t Iy mot c4ch khiic chiét, vin hoa d6 1a bai Minh vé tho duong.
Theo Nguyé&n Thoéng, trong cudc sdng ngudi gidu cé thé sim dugc nhitng vat qui
hi€m, ngudi hiing manh, tai luge c6 thé 1ap ky tich, ngudi vin hay hoc rong c6 thé
vié€t nén nhitng 4ng vin tho ky tuyét. Riéng “tudi tho thi ngudi giau khong thé dung
clia, ngudi sang khong thé cdy th€, khong thé trd tai...” ma dat dugc. P6 chinh 13 sy
ky la clia tao hdéa, gidi han cudc song theo Nguyén Thong 1a do “trdi dinh”, “Moi
viéc trong thién ha, thich ma chic lam dugc 13 thudc vé ngudi, thich ma khong chic
1am dudc 12 thudc vé trdi. Thude vé ngudi 13 viéc t6i sau, thudc vé trdi 1a 1& dinh
trudc. Tho 1a diéu ty trdi dinh trudc, khong thé gip may ma dudc “ (Minh vé tho
duong). Piéu cdt yé€u ma tic gid mudn nhin nhd, ngu y trong bai vin nay la con
ngudi ta khi da y thifc dugc gidi han clia cudc song thi phdi biét sy nén ching cla
moi viéc. ThAm ¥ nay 4n sau 13i minh: “Tho dudng siu kin, cao ching day dugc vai
thudc, rong ching chita dudc vai ngudi. DAu cdc bac thdnh hién hao kiét, k& c6
hang trim hang nghin ngudi, déu vio & nha ndy. C6 sao lai xay dung nha cita cho
cao sang ruc r3, dé ngudi sau déu & (Minh vé tho duong)

Xu huéng ngu y, ngu ngdn trong vin Nguyén Thong bi€u hién tip trung
nhat trong hai ti€u phd&m khédc d6 12 Bai hdt chim Anh vé va truyén Ban cdch ém
qui. V6i chuyén Bai hdt chim Anh vé, thdong qua viéc néi vé con chim la c¢6 giong
hét hay dén mé hoidc cd vua, Nguyén Thong mudn d4m chi, dd kich nhitng ké
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chuyén diing miéng 1udi d€ ti€n than, quen xu ninh va giém xi€m hai ngudi & triéu
dinh. V& dep khdc thudng clia lodi chim nay — tifc hinh béng nhitng gian thin xi€m
ninh — dudc Nguyén Thong dién td 1a rit di thudong, ky qudi, ding sg: “To6i trom
nghi ring, con chim anh v 1a loai huynh ngu héa kiép, loai vat & rirng sau. Céi tén
clia n6 khong phai 1a tén qui, lodi clia n6 1a loai phi cAm, gan rudt cia né khong
phéi 12 con ga ddm d4 19n, cdi vé cia né khdng gidng con chim phung hoang ma cé
diém hay”. Hanh trang chim anh vo — ciing tic 14 bon tiéu nhan gian ninh hai ngudi
— dugc tdc gid dién gidi nhu sau: “Lic ban dau thi né nudi trong 1dng, sau 1an lugt
dugc dem vao ndi cAm dich. Thian né dudc nuong ndi hoa cic, dugc qui hon loai
chim hac nudc Vé. C4i miéng né dugc in mi€ng ngon b4u hon con chim dién nuéc
L3. Vay nén n6 mdi dugc trdi 16ng, sia cianh, bay khip chon triéu, rdi né méi dudc
udn ludi, khoe mdm, néi chuyén vd ich, dung 15i ngot diu ma vua nghe khong biét
mét. N6i cho dd miéng né, ma ching sg ai ché cudi, lai dudc on vua yéu ma khinh
16n ngudi hién trigt. Ong On Phi Khanh 13 ngudi tai cao phai luy minh vi né, dng
Né Chanh Binh 12 ngudi hoc gid ma ciing bi hoa véi né, khién ndi con phung 1a con
c6 diic ma ciing bay cao khong ddm &, con hdng 13 con c6 tii, ma ciing tranh di
khong dam & lai” (Bai hdt chim anh vo).

Du khong goi dich danh bon “phi nhan”, chi thong qua 16i n6i béng gié, 4n
du nhung ti€u pham Nguyén Thong ching té 6ng vo cling cim ghét, khinh bi
ching.

Truyén Ban cdch ém bia qui c6 thé xem 12 mot gidi phdp vé cong cudc cling
c6 dat nuSc chdng cdc thé luc ngoai xAm clia Nguyén Thong. Duéi hinh thifc mot
cau chuyén k€ véi cdac nhan vat: Ga ho Tran (ké bi qui dom nha), Bdng Lai vo
khach, P4 qui ti (nhitng ké tu xung c6 thé trir qui), Nam Nong tién sinh, Nguyén
Théng cho ring khi mdi ngudi ty “chdnh tim” dugc thi s& khong bi “qui mi” bén
ngoai “4m vao” quiy réi. Ong 14p ludn: “Con ngudi tAm chinh 13 thin minh hién
1én d6. Trai lai nhitng ké ta tdm chinh vi bi qui mi &m vao. Khi bi qui mi 4m vao thi
than minh khong giff lai dudc nita. Khi 4y trim diéu ky qudi, hdn loan ndy sinh ra
trong tAm ngudi” (Ban cdch ém qui). Do vay, § mdi ngudi khong ty chdnh tim dudc
mdi 1a diéu dang lo chif trudc hét khong phai 1a do qui dom nha. Nam Nong tién
sinh khuyén g ho Tran: “Nguoi mdi lo s¢ qui dom ngé chdn nha cira, sao bing tu
chdnh tam, ty an ty, l1ong gitr dam bac, khong muu tinh chi ty nhién hiu nan qui sé
hét” (Ban cdch ém qui). V6i ti€u pham mang tinh chit ngu ngdén nay, Nguyén
Thong mudn néi ring d€ loai trir nan ngoai xAm trudc hét ndi bo triéu dinh can phai
dudc chin chinh lai. Theo dng, hién tai c¢6 sdu loai qui dang liing doan triéu dinh,
l1am suy yé&u dat nudc, khién cdc thé Iyc ngoai xAm 141 t6i d6 1a: Qui dom ngé cong
viéc hanh chinh, qui dom ngé cong viéc cac bd, qui dom ngé cdng viéc hoc dudng,
qui dom ngé cdng viéc bién thuty, qui dom ngé danh vong, qui ddm ngé quyén vi
V.V...
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C4c truyén ky va ky ctia Nguy&n Thong ndi dung déu xuit phat tir von song
thuc t&€. Ghi chép vé nhitng su viéc ddng nhd x4y ra trong thdi gian 6ng 1am quan &
Qudang Ngii c¢é: Truyén bon nguoi, Bai ky vé kinh Vinh Loi, Bai ky vé ddp Pinh gia.

Tiéu phd&m Truyén bon nguoi 1a nhitng dong ghi chép diy xiic cdm vé nhitng
con ngudi binh thudng nhung ddng mén, ding trong. Nghe tin quan bd chdnh
Nguy&n Thong bi toi oan, tai va sip xay ra. Ong Bic Nhai vg 6m liét giudng ciing
mic, dng Nguyén Dién dang ciy rudng voi bd cay chay vé van dong ban be cifu
gitip... Nhitng viéc 1am cao qui d6 13 xudt phdt tlf tinh cdm, tinh ty gidc vd tu dén
ndi ngudi dugc gitp ciing khong biét tdi...

Bai ky vé kinh Vinh Loi c6 nhitng doan vin linh hoat dién t4 sy thuan Idi clia
dong kinh: “Thudng thudng cdc kinh khéc chi hiém vi cong queo nhd hep hay ndng
can. Nhung kinh nay lai thich hgp 1dm. Long kinh quanh co, in vio phan dat nhiéu
lang, tuwdi chd ndy, thdo chd kia, noi nao ciing tién, do d6 cong lai ¢ 1gi. Miéng
kinh hiit nuéc song V&, nhan vi kinh nhd hep nén nuéc chdy xiét ciing di stc day
xe nudc quay nhanh, do d6, hep lai c6 tic dung....”

Véi ba ti€u truyén vé Phan Vin Pat, Truong Pinh, H6 Huin Nghiép...
Nguyén Thong dudc xem la ngudi duy nhat viét truyén vé€ nhitng nhan vat lich st
ctia thdi dai minh. LA nhitng ti€u ph4m mang tinh chit “ky” — nghia 12 ghi chép su
thuc — nhung truyén ky Nguy&n Thong it nhiéu da khic hoa dugc tinh cdch riéng
cta nhitng con ngudi “kiét hiét” nhat clia Nam Bo chdng Phdp cudi thé ky trudc.
Phan Vin Pat (Truyén Phan Vin Dat) 1a ngudi ngay thing, gidi béi todn, thich dan
s40 va rat thong minh “Viéc mdy méc chi xem qua 14 c6 thé bit chude 1am dugc”.
Dic biét dng rit chung thiy véi vd mic du ngudi vd ndy dd mat tr 1au. Khi bi Phdp
bit, Phan Vin Dat té ra rit gan da, diing cdm. Tiéu truyén viét: “Ngudi Ty bit
dudc Vin Pat, doa tra tin cuc hinh nhung Vin Pat vin khong hé run sg, tén chii
gidc 14y 1am la, héi tén thong ngdn. Tén thong ngdn trd Vin Pat ma ndi ring:
“Ngudi ndy 1a kiét hiét nhat trong Pdng”. Vi thé, Vin Dat bi giét chét...”

Truong Pinh (Truyén Truong Pinh) lai 13 mot con ngudi rat ning nd, diing
ludc, kién cudng. Nhitng dong ky chan phuong ctia Nguyén Thong ghi nhin nhitng
nét dai lugc vé ddi riéng va tinh cach ctia nhan vat lich st ndi tiéng nay: “Trudng
Dinh nguyén ngudi Binh Son, tinh Quing Ngii, con 6ng linh binh Truong Cam.
C)ng theo cha vao Nam, lic Truong Cam 1am lanh binh tinh Gia Pinh, thdi Thiéu
Tri. Dinh 14y vg con gdi mot nha giau & Tan An, tinh DPinh Tudng. Sau khi cha mat
ong & luon qué vg. Truong Pinh trang mao khdi ngd, thong hiéu binh thu va bin rat
gidi. Thai Ty Pitc, Truong Pinh xuit ca nha chiéu md dian ngheo 14p don dién nén
dugc bo chiic quan cd”. Khi ba tinh Nam Ky bi cit nhugng, quan tinh Vinh Long
(Phan Thanh Gidn) glii thu khuyén 6ng bdi binh nhung “Thu qua lai ba 1an Pinh
van khong nghe”. Cdi chét cia Truong Dinh rat gan géc. Khi bi thuong ning, liéu
khong thodt ndi, dng rit dao tw vin quyét khong roi vao tay giic...
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Theo ghi chép ctia Nguyén Thong, H6 Huan Nghiép 13 ngudi hét sitc diém
tinh, khing khdi. Dién mao, tinh tinh clia 6ng cling rit dic biét. Nhitng dong truyén
ky ctia Nguyén Thong vé ngudi con uu ti ndy cla dat luc tinh nhu sau: “Huén
Nghiép miii cao, tay dai nhu tay vugn, tinh thim trAm ciing cdi; c¢6 khi ti€t khic
thudng. Khi cha 1a Lgi mat, dng 1am 1&u & bén md, day hoc trdo doc sich. Bon ké
trom thdy nha 6ng ngin cdm dudng qua lai cta ching bén chdy. Huan Nghiép lai
cung hoc trd 1am nha khéc gidng day nhu thudng. Bon trom thdy 6ng thanh thuc,
tim di ngd khac”. Con ngudi c6 tinh cdch va 1ong hi€u khéc thuong Ay dong thdi
cling 13 mot chi€n si bat khuit trudc ké thi. C4i chét anh diing, nén tho cta HO
Huan Nghiép dugc Nguyén Thong chép lai nhu sau: “Bon Tay tra hdéi Huan Nghiép
tén nhitng ngudi cAm diu nghia binh, nhung 6ng khong trd 15i. Chiing lai héi hoa
udc da dinh sao con sinh sy hai dian? f)ng khing khdi cai lai, bon T4y khong sao
1am cho dng thua ly dudc. Rbi ching dem mdy chém ra. C6 tén c& dao biét chir
Han, thdy Huan Nghiép 12 mot ngudi Nho hoc mudn tim cdch lam cho 6ng dugc
tha. Hin dem gid chit thip ra bdo 6ng lay, nhung dng khong chiu khuat, 1ay gid chi
thap vat xudng dat. Pén lic sdp phai hanh hinh, HuAn Nghiép rira mit, stta khin 40
ung dung doc bdn ciu thd roi chiu chém, ai thdy ciing ra nudc mit” (Truyén HO
Hudn Nghiép)

Truyén ky ctia Nguyén Thong vé nhitng nhan vt lich si ndi ti€ng cling thdi
tuy con moc mac, thd sd nhung d6 lai 1a nhitng bing ching qui gid vé su ti€p can
cla tdc gid doi véi hién thuc cudc song duong thdi. Vira 1a sit nhung ciing vira 1a
vin, truyén ky Nguyén Thong c6 thé xem 1a mdt trong nhitng “th’ nghiém” cla
dng trong viéc dua vin hoc dén gan cudc sdng, phin 4nh cudc sdng trudc mit.

P RS

I1. Nguyén Khuyé&n (1835-1909)

1. Neuyén Khuyén

Nguyén Khuyén (tén thud nhé 12 Thidng) sinh nim 1835 tai qué me, noi
than sinh day hoc, d6 1a thon Vin Khé, lang Hoang X4, huyén Y Yén, tinh Nam
Dinh. N&i nghiép cha, tir nhd Nguyén Khuyén da dén sach chim chi, néi ti€ng hi€u
hoc. Khi than sinh mat, gia cdnh cing nghéo nhung Nguyén Khuyé&n vin kién tri
theo dudi viéc hoc hanh, thi ctt. Ky thi huong nim 1864 Nguyén Khuyén db gidi
nguyén, nim sau thi hoi nhung bi hdng. Ky thi 1871, do nd Iyc hoc tap (sau khi thi
hoi khong dd 6ng & lai Hu€ hoc trudng Qudc T Gidm chd thi) db hdi nguyén, thi
dinh dd ti€p dinh nguyén. Do 3 1in d6 diu, ngudi ddi con goi dng Tam nguyén Yén
bé
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C4c chitfc quan ma Nguyén Khuyén 14an ludt giit sau khi thi @6 1a: doc hoc
Thanh Héa, An sit Nghé An, bién 1y bd hd, B8 chanh Quing Ngii (1877). Cudi
nim 1883, Ha Noi that thl, Son Tay bi tién danh, tong ddc tinh nay bd 1én Huong
Hoéa tham gia khdng chi€n. Nguyén Khuyén lic bay gid dang dudng bénh & qué
nha dudc dé ci¥ 1am quyén tong déc Son TAy, nhung dng tir chdi vién ¢ dau mit.
Sau khi tir quan, c6 thdi gian (46 vai nim) Nguyén Khuyén ngdi day hoc & nha
Kinh ludc sit Bic ky Hoang Cao Khdi. Pay 1a viéc bat dic di nhdim tranh sy nhom
ng6 16i thoi clia chinh quyén ma dng di tir chdi cong tic.

Nguyén Khuyén 12 mot nha Nho hién dat, hoan 16 thdng sudt, nhung tin bi
kich mat nudc da bat ngd chin ding tat ca. Trude budc ngoit clia lich st dat nudc,
Nguyén Khuyén d dit khodt chon chon con dudng tir quan vé lang & an. Mic du
c6 ldc ong ty hao goi d6 1a “diing thodi” nhung ciing c6 lic 6ng lai thdy hanh dong
ctia minh ciing tuong ty nhu viéc:

CJ dang gid cudc khong can nudi,
Bac chtta thau canh da chay lang.
(Ty trao)

Thdi @6 “xuit, xt” ctia Nguyén Khuy&n mot mit thé hién sy bé tic ciia mot
nha Nho, mit khidc phdn dnh sy bat luc cia cd mdt triéu dai phong kién da gia cbi,
suy nhudc trude mot thé luc xaAm luge méi. Viéc tir quan & 4n, quyét khong cong tic
vdi gidc clia Nguyén Khuyén ciing thé hién mot luong tAm trong sach va mdt nhan
cich ddng tran trong. Cdo quan, & 4n nhung dng van canh cianh bén long viéc nudc,
viéc dai.

Qué Son thi tdp — dugc viét chli y&u trong thdi gian & 4n — chit chia tAm sy
cung nhitng day vo, din vit ciia Nguyén Khuyén tru6e thoi thé. B6 1a tap tho duy
nhat (gébm hon 200 bai tho chit Han, ngét 100 bai Nom) ma Nguyén Khuyén dé lai
cho doi sau.

2. M6t s6 néi dung Qué Son thi tap

Qué Son thi tdp — tdp tho triu ndng tdm tu ciia Tam Nguyén Yén D6, mot dn
quan trude thoi thé. Tuy cdo quan, chon cudc song 4n dit nhung Nguyén Khuyén
van khong dit ndi “to long” véi thdi cude, tAim tu 6ng van ludn canh cdnh viéc
nudc, viéc ddi. Viéc “lanh duc tim trong” clia ban than cling d€ lai trong tho dng
nhiéu trin trg, day ditt. Nguyén Khuyén ciing nhu phan dong cdc nha Nho khic
duong thoi, 14y tr tudng “t¢ quan trach dan” 1am muc dich phan diu cho cudc doi.
Sau khi thi dd, bat chdp tinh hinh xa hoi phic tap 6ng van ra 1am quan va ludn min
c4n v6i moi viéc. Nhung 16i cudc chién tranh xaAm Iuge clia thuc din da 1am d3o 1on
tat ca. Chii quyén dit nuSc mat, chinh quyén thuc dan thi€p 1ap 4ch thong tri, tiép
tuc 1am quan trong diéu kién d6 c6 nghia 13 1am tay sai cho thuc dan d€ qudc.
Nhung cAm guom cAm sting chong lai quin cuép nudc nhu cdc nha Nho Cin Vuong

Th.S Phan Thi Hong Khoa Ngit Vin



